CHAPTER I

LIFE SKETCH OF VAZHAKUNNAM
VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRI

INTRODUCTION

The Kerala river Nila has been famous for its fertility in pro-
ducing great literary talents. Among them are Tuncat Ezhuttacchan,
the most popular pioneer poet in Malayalam, Puntanam Nambudiri,
the devotee cum philosopher poet and Melputtur Narayana
Bhattatiri, the great Sanskrit scholar poet.

On the banks of the same river was born Vazhakunnam
Vasudevan Nambudiri," a conglomeration of these talents in one.
He popularised Srimadbhagavatam,"' till the last breath of his life.
The shower that flowed out of his tongue soothed and enlightened
those who eagerly assembled around him. His contribution to
bhakti literature in Malayalam as well as in Sanskrit is vast and
deep. He played a very dynamic role that caused a striking
spiritual reawakening far and wide.

uro

Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, who was famous as

* In this thesis Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri
(Vajakunnam Vasudevan Namb"utiri) is often referred to as
Vazhakunnam.

* * For diacritical marks of titles of Sanskrit and Malayalam books,
refer the select bibliography.
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